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impartiality so entire, that I pray you . . . give the commission to him whom you may prefer/'* Adams favored the son of Judge Chase; but, on the advice of Stoddert of Maryland, who was Secretary of the Navy, Marshall decided against him: "Mr. Chase is a young man who has not yet acquired the public confidence and to appoint him in preference to others who are generally known and esteemed, might be deem'd a mere act of favor to his Father. Mr. Stoddert supposes it ineligible to accumulate, without superior pretensions, offices in the same family/1 <w
Marshall generally trimmed his sails, however, to the winds of presidential preference. He undoubtedly influenced the Cabinet, in harmony with the President's wish, to concur in the pardon of Isaac Williams, convicted, under the Jay Treaty, of waging war on the high seas against Great Britain. Williams, though sailing under a French commission, was a pirate, and accumulated much wealth from his indiscriminate buccaneering.3 But the President wrote Marshall that because of "the man's generosity to American prisoners," and "his present poverty and great distress," he desired to pardon Williams.4
Marshall informed the President that "repeated
1  Adams to Marshall, July 80, 1800; Works: Adams, Ix, 66; also Marshall to Adams, Aug. 1, Aug. 2, and July 29,1800; Adams MSS.
2  Marshall to Adams, July 29,1800; Adams MSS. This cost Adams the support of young Chase's powerful father.  (McHenry to John McHenry, Aug. 24, 1800; Gjbbs, ii, 408.)
3  McMaster, ii, 448.
4  Adams to Marshall, Aug. 7, 1800; Worfo; Adams, ix, 72; and Marshall to Adams. Auff. 16. 1800: Adams MSS.   Chief Justice